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CAS Mission Statement 

to conserve and restore 

natural ecosystems, 

focusing on birds, other 

wildlife, and their habitats 

for the benefit of   

humanity and the earth’s  

biological diversity.  

 

    In June 2019, Western 
Reserve Land 
Conservancy (WRLC) 
contacted Canton 
Audubon Society (CAS) to 
perform a bird survey on a 
154-acre property owned 
by Carl Dorn and located 
in Canal Fulton, Ohio.   
The Reserve was in 
negotiations with the 
owner for a conservation 
easement, ensuring the 
site remains wild for 
generations to come.   
    Kate Pilacky, Firelands 
Associate Field 
Director for WRLC, 
contacted Linda Chen 
from CAS and they met 
on-site.  Three top CAS 
birders, Jon Cefus, Cynthia 
Norris, and Kent Miller 
immediately agreed, 
always being up for a 
challenge.   
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Our monthly meetings  

are free and open to  

the public.  They are held on 

the third Wednesday  

of the month at the Stark 

County Park District’s  

Exploration Gateway 

located at 5712 12th St, 

Canton, Ohio 44708 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The group identified 61 
bird species and Kent 
identified 110 moth 
species. 
    The site contains native 
Ohio plants with a mature 
forest, freshwater ponds, 
seasonal wetlands, vernal 
pools, and a buttonbush 
swamp.  It provides 
habitat for animals such 
as Virginia rail, Jefferson 
salamander, and 
endangered Indiana 
bats.   
    According to Andy 
McDowell, “It is one of the 
largest contiguous tracts 
of undisturbed forestland 
in an area surrounded by 
agricultural, residential 
and commercial lands.” 
    Mr. Dorn inherited the 
property from his Aunt 
Freida Fravel.  He was 
approached by 

developers who offered 
$1 million for the property. 
However, Carl and his 
Aunt loved the property, 
so he reached out to 
WRLC with hopes of 
preservation. “Once land 
is developed, it’s gone 
forever,” Carl said. “I 
want to make sure I leave 
behind a legacy for 
myself and my aunt and 
uncle. This land is special, 
and I am confident that 
WRLC understands how 
important to me it is to 
keep this property 
beautiful and wild.” 
    WRLC used grants from 
Clean Ohio Fund’s Green 
Space Conservation 
program and Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy 
District to acquire the 
easement.  The Dorn-
Fravel Forest 
Preserve project was 
finalized May 2020. 
    Special thanks to Jim 
Jablonski of Black River 
Audubon Society for 
connecting Kate Pilcaky 
and Linda Chen so that 
Canton Audubon Society 
could participate in this 
project.  
 
 
 
 

               Forested Property in Stark County  
             Protected with Conservation Easement 

L-R: Kent Miller, Jon Cefus, Kate Pilacky, Linda Chen, and Cynthia Norris 
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    Chapter Updates 
 

News About Alan Dolan  

 

 

Cancellations:  

In-person meetings:  All have been canceled but have been replaced with Zoom programs.  Detailed 

information can be found on pages 3 and 4.  *Some dates have changed from the normal Wednesdays.  

Scott Watkins will send out notifications for each with a link to join.   

 

Holiday Dinner has been canceled.  We will have a Zoom meeting, Wednesday December 9, 7:00 – 8:30 

pm, with Dr. Jennifer Clevinger from Walsh University.  Read about her and the program on page 4.   

 

Christmas Bird Count:  National Audubon Society has not cancelled annual bird counts but request that 

any participants practice social distancing and other safety measures.  It will be up to each CBC 

organizer whether their circle participates this year.  

 
 

 

 

Questions?  Contact us at CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com 
 
 

    As many of you know, our past president 

Alan Dolan, was diagnosed with a rare form of 

cancer, Multiple Myeloma, a few years ago.  

Nevertheless, he and Lee were able to 

continue to travel and be active in the 

community.  But late this summer, Alan began 

to easily tire and not feel well.  He was recently 

admitted to Aultman Hospital, where tests have 

revealed that the Multiple Myeloma has 

morphed into an aggressive form of Acute 

Leukemia.  He is currently receiving platelets 

and chemotherapy, along with some other 

treatments.   

 

    Thankfully the chemo has so far not resulted in 

ill side-effects, but he is very tired and weak.  He 

has been tested for COVID-19 which is negative.   

    Alan is battling with all his might.  I am sure that 

everyone reading this is thinking “I wish there 

were something I could do”.  There is.  What he 

needs from all of us is our best wishes, thoughts & 

prayers.  Phone calls can be tiring or intrusive, 

and at inconvenient times but cards and letters 

never are.  The hospital is allowing delivery of 

mail and flowers to patients’ rooms; he is in Room 

6662 at Aultman or cards can be sent to his 

home address.    

 

2 



 

 
 

Upcoming Programs for 2020                                           
 *All programs for 2020 are virtual via Zoom * 

   

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

November 18th 7:00pm – 8:30pm 

 Walter Gachuk, Movie Presentation “Fledge” 

 
    This is the amazing tale of a pair of American Kestrels that nested in the soffit 

of an old downtown Cleveland building and successfully fledged five chicks 

within sight of the West Side market. 

    Walt Gachuk, a Project superintendent from Snavely Group, was working on 

the old Forest City Trust building when American Kestrels began dive-bombing 

him.  They were protecting their nest located in a damaged soffit he was 

attempting to repair.  He set up a webcam and the project is the first 

opportunity he has had in helping wildlife.  It was a memorable one for himself 

and his family. Walt has worked in the construction industry for forty years.  Visit 

his website at www.OhioCityFalcons.com 

 

 

October 14th 7:00pm – 8:30pm 

Aaron Wilson, Our Changing Climate and Wildlife 

    Earth is warming, and this warming is primarily caused by human 

influence on natural systems. But climate changes extend well beyond 

just temperature to include precipitation, extreme events, and shifts in 

seasonal patterns. A changing climate makes life more difficult, not only 

for humans, but also wildlife. What are the global and local trends in 

climate? How are these changes connected to impacts on wildlife 

populations now and in the future? 

    Aaron Wilson is a Senior Research Associate at the Byrd Polar and 

Climate Research Center and OSU Extension at The Ohio State 

University.  His expertise includes weather, applied climatology, and 

climate change, and he works in the State Climate Office of Ohio. He 

enjoys engaging students of all ages, focusing recently on local 

agricultural impacts to changing weather patterns. He encourages all of 

us across the rural to urban gradient to think about the personal face of 

climate change and how it impacts our lives. 
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Programs for 2020 
 
 
 

December 9th 7:00pm – 8:30pm  Dr. Jennifer Clevinger,  

Teaching and Researching Plants with Undergraduates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Upcoming Zoom presentations of interest 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Dr. Jennifer Clevinger will talk about teaching her Field Botany class 

during the pandemic and her research that she does with undergraduate 

students. Projects include a restoration of the prairie at Quail Hollow Park in 

Hartville and a study of seed production of the invasive burning bush.   

    She is a Professor of Biology at Walsh University where she teaches botany, 

ecology, human uses of plants, and freshman biology.  Dr. Clevinger did her 

Ph.D. at the University of Texas at Austin where she studied the genus 

Silphium (rosinweed) which is a member of the sunflower family and grows 

in prairies throughout the Eastern United States.  She grew up in rural Ohio 

and now lives with her family in Hartville.   

 

Hawai’i Island  
Festival of Birds 

§  
§ October 15 - 19  

 
§ Virtual events will be pre-recorded 

video.  
 
Cost is free but donations are 
encouraged. 
 

§ Presentations, Virtual Explorations, 
Giveaways 
 

§ Registration is required 
 
https://birdfesthawaii.org 
*Click Calendar of events under 
HIFB Virtual.  
 

Hog Island Audubon  
Virtual Camp   
“Making Bird 

Connections” lecture series 
 

§ Tuesdays at 7pm ET,   
§ Sept 29 - Nov 17. 

 
§ Cost is free but donations are 

encouraged. 
 

§ Registration is required for 
each program which are via 
Zoom or Facebook live 
streamed.  
 
https://hogisland.audubon.org 
*CLICK Making Bird 
Connections 
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Dark Sky  
Conference 

The Wilderness Center 
 
Nov 14, 10:30am – 3pm EST 
 
The conference will focus on 
light pollution, how it affects the 
environment and wildlife and 
what we can do about it.  
The conference will include 
seven speakers with a 
representative from the 
International Dark Sky 
Association.  
 
Registration is required with a 
$20 fee. 
 
www.wildernesscenter.org/dark-
sky 
 



 

 

            Women in Ornithology  
 

                                          Florence Merriam Bailey  
                                    By Linda Chen 
  
            In 2020, we are celebrating the100th anniversary of the ratification  
                   of the 19th Amendment awarding women the right to vote.  
           Canton Audubon Society is showcasing the work of women scientists. 
  

    Florence Augusta Merriam Bailey was an ornithologist, 
naturalist, author and activist.  She was born August 8, 1863 
and grew up on the family estate in Locust Grove, upstate 

New York near the Adirondack Mountains.  Florence and 
her brother Clinton were encouraged by family members 

to study natural history and ornithology at a young age 
developing her passion for birds. Her father, Clinton Levi 
Merriam was lifelong friend of John Muir.  Florence’s 

mother, Caroline Hart Merriam, was a graduate of Rutgers 
Institute.  Young Clinton was a famous zoologist and 
founding member of both American Ornithologists’ Union 

and the National Geographic Society.  
    In 1882, Florence enrolled in Smith College.  While there, 

she started The Smith College Audubon Society, organized 
bird walks and began writing articles about protecting 
birds.  Horrified by the trend in ladies’ fashion of decorating 

hats with feathers, wings or entire birds, she encouraged 
fellow students to join her campaign against the feather 
trade.  She was also a founding member of the Audubon 

Society of the District of Columbia (now Audubon Naturalist 
Society) in 1897. 
    While living in Washington D.C., Florence met Vernon 

Bailey.  He was a pioneering naturalist with the Bureau of 
Biological Survey having contributed nearly 13,000 

specimens to the bureau.  Florence and Vernon married in 
1899. They traveled extensively throughout the American 
Southwest studying birds, performing numerous biological 

surveys while tent-camping during their trips.  She wrote 
several ornithological books based on these travels.  
Vernon Bailey Peak in Big Bend National Park, Texas was 

named for her husband.   
    Florence was a woman of firsts.  In 1889, she wrote one of 

the first field guides ‘Birds Through an Opera-Glass’ at the 
age of 26.   It was her first book which was geared towards 
the general population focusing on common birds of 

eastern USA.   
  

She suggested the revolutionary idea of birding with 
binoculars!  She was the first woman to become an associate 

member of the American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) in 1885, 
the first woman to become an AOU fellow in 1929 and the first 
woman to receive the William Brewster Award in 1931 for her 

book ‘Birds of New Mexico’.  Prior to marriage, Florence had 
written four books using her own name instead of the 
common practice of women using pseudonyms during that 

era.  She authored 10 books and approximately 100 papers, 
some for the original Audubon Magazine, The Auk, Bird Lore 

and The Condor. 
    Unlike other ornithologists of the time, Florence preferred to 
study live birds in the field as opposed to the usual “skins” 

requiring the killing of birds.  The live bird method allowed her 
to gain insight into the natural habits and daily lives of birds 
that others failed to see.  Florence was involved with the 

Committee on Bird Protection of the AOU which resulted in the 
Lacey Act of 1900.  It was the first U.S. federal law protecting 

wildlife.  The act prohibited interstate trade of illegally taken 
wildlife from being transported or sold.  At the age of 75, 
Florence published her final major book, ‘Among the Birds in 

the Grand Canyon National Park’. It was published by the 
National Park Service in 1939. 
    She died September 22, 1948 at the age of 85.  The 

Mountain or Bailey’s Chickadee, found in the Sierra Nevadas, 
the Cascades and the U.S. and Canadian Rocky Mountain 
ranges, was named in her honor.  

    Florence Merriam Bailey was independent-minded and in 

describing a female warbler, she wrote: "Like other ladies, the 

little feathered brides have to bear their husbands' names, 

however inappropriate. What injustice! Here an innocent 

creature with an olive-green back and yellowish breast has to 

go about all her days known as the black-throated blue 

warbler, just because that happens to describe the dress of 

her spouse!" ❧  
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New Sign at Metzger Park, Louisville, Ohio 
 

by Laura Dornan 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

    Canton Audubon Society is pleased to have 

assisted in the placement of a new sign that has 

been erected at Metzger Park in Louisville, OH.  

The sign is meant as a memorial to Dee Nestel, an 

active community leader who passed away in 

the fall of 2019.  Dee had often accompanied 

her husband Kurt as he assisted Janet Brown with 

the monitoring of the Metzger Park Bluebird Trail.  

To honor her memory, Kurt turned to Canton 

Audubon for assistance. 

    In 2005, Canton Audubon Society played a 

significant role in having mowing delayed at this 
park until August every year to allow for grassland 

birds, such as Bobolinks, to successfully fledge 
their nestlings.   
 

    Subsequently, CAS had a sign depicting these 
birds erected at the park.  Kurt felt a good way to 

honor his wife would be with a similar sign 
depicting the birds that make use of the nest 

boxes.  Friends of Dee had donated a significant 
amount of money for Kurt to arrange for a 

memorial, so he turned to CAS for assistance.  We 
put him in touch with the company that had 

created the original sign, came up with a design 
that would show the placement of the nest boxes 

and some Audubon members provided photos of 

the birds using these boxes.   
    Thank you to Janice Petko for the Tree Swallow 

picture, Denise Lesko for the Eastern Bluebird 
picture, Linda Chen for the House Wren picture 

and Alan Dolan for the House Sparrow picture. 
 

What is a zygodactyl foot? 
 

digits 1 and 4 are oriented backwards and  
digits 2 and 3 are oriented forwards. 

 
Common backyard birds with these feet  

are woodpeckers. 
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COAC Autumn Gathering, October 3, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CAS Business Supporters 
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    Each individual is documented and injured birds 

are rehabbed, deceased birds are given to CMNH 

to use as specimen research.  Dr. Jones also 

discussed bird hybridization between Cerulean 

Warblers and Parula Warblers.  Species were 

confirmed via DNA analysis and they found that all 

female parents were Ceruleans and male parents 

were Parulas.   

    Sara Brink, Foxfield Preserve Manager at TWC, 

presented a program on the natural burial grounds 

located there.  She explained the methods of 

burial using only decomposable caskets and 

natural fiber clothing.  Natural burials allow family 

members to personalize service and it allows for 

habitat preservation since the sites remain as 

prairies and forested areas.  Foxfield Preserve was 

the first natural burial cemetery in Ohio.   

    Chapter success stories were presented by  

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society describing their 

native plant garden established at a local school 

in Lima, Ohio.  Canton Audubon Society shared 

their story about the construction of a Chimney 

Swift tower located at Sippo Lake, Stark Parks.  

 

 

    The Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters (COAC) 

had their autumn gathering with 37 people 

attending from around the state.  Canton 

Audubon Society was the official host.  We were 

supposed to hold it in-person at The Wilderness 

Center (TWC) but current circumstances 

prevented that.  Instead, it was presented via 

Zoom with great speakers and varied topics.   

    Carrie Elvey, Senior Naturalist from TWC, 

presented “Dark Matters” about the detrimental 

effects of light pollution on not only birds but 

plants, insects, amphibians, and so on.  She 

described in detail how it affects the relationships 

between all species since many depend on each 

other’s existence.   

    Dr. Andy Jones, Curator of Ornithology at 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History (CMNH), 

presented his duel program about bird 

window/glass collisions during spring and fall 

migrations with a focus on the Cleveland area and 

bird hybridization here in Ohio.  He discussed the 

Lights Out program where volunteers collect 

injured and deceased birds that collide with 

buildings during migration.   

 
 

Huston-Brumbaugh Nature Center 
University of Mount Union 

1972 Clark Ave. Alliance, OH 44601 
330-823-7487 

T-F: 9am-4pm, Sat 1pm-5pm,  
Sun 1pm-5pm, Mon: Closed  

 
The Ladybug Garden Center  

& Gift Shop 
Donna Matako Landscape 

Services 
8361 Portage St NW, Massillon, OH 

44646 
330-832-7080 

Landscapes, hardscapes, Snow 
Removal, 

Spring/Fall Clean-up, Tree & Shrub 
Services 

 

Stark County Park District 
Administration: 330-477-3552 

5300 Tyner St NW, Canton, OH  
44708 

Exploration Gateway (EG) 
5712 12th St NW, Canton, OH 44708 
330-409-8096  www.StarkParks.com  

 
Terra Depot 

4202 Portage St NW, North Canton, 
OH  

44720 
330-526-8067 

www.theTERRAdepot.com 
M-F: 9am-6pm Sat: 9am-4pm 

Bird Seed, Feeders, House, Gifts 
 
 
 

Dumont Seed 
619 30th St NW, Canton, OH 44706 

330-492-0204 
Lawn, Garden, Hydroponic 

supplies & 
Seasonal Christmas Shop 

 
 

Hartville Elevator 
11 Prospect Ave N, Hartville, OH  

330-872-9320 
M-F 8am-5pm, Sat: 8am-noon Sun: 

closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Officers: Linda Chen, President 
     Scott Watkins, VP........ph 330-209-1261 
     Laura Brown, Treasurer 
     Barbra Lewis, Secretary 

Directors: Alan Dolan, Past President 
    Jacki Hupp - 2020-2022 
    Chris Lamb - 2019-2021 
    Ronnie Macko - 2019-2021 
    Chuck McClaugherty - 2020-2022 
    Ed Priddus - 2020-2022 
 

AN&V Editor:  Alan Dolan 
Conservation:  Linda Chen, Mary Schilstra 
Education:  Lee Dolan 
Membership:  Laura Dornan 
Programs/Filed Trip:  *Scott Watkins, 
  Laura Dornan, Linda Chen 
Publicity:  Connie Rubin 
Social Media:  Linda Chen, Chris Lamb 
Recycling:  Diane & Tom Hert 
Scholarship:  Laura Dornan 
Website:  Scott Watkins 
The Wilderness Center Trustees: 
     Alan Dolan 2019-2022 
     George Goldsworthy 2017-2020  
     OPEN 2018-2021 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
  

Member Address 
 
. 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Canton Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 9586 
Canton, Ohio 44711 
 
. 
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Canton Audubon Society  
Chapter Supporter Membership Application 

Does not include National Audubon Society Membership 
 

  ____ Song sparrow (Student)..............................$10 
  ____ Cardinal (Basic Individual/Family)...............$20 
  ____ Bluebird (Business Supporter, 2 years)...... $50 
  ____ Screech Owl (Sustaining)........................... $75 
  ____ Bald Eagle (Life).......................................... $300 
  ____ Other (name your amount)....................... $____ 
  ____ *Introductory National Audubon Society/...$20 
            Canton Audubon Society Joint Membership  
 

  Name:_________________________________________ 

  Address:_______________________________________ 

  City: __________________________________________ 

  State:____________________  Zip Code:_____________ 

  Email:_________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO: 
Canton Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 9586 
Canton, Ohio  44711-9586 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.CantonAudubon.org  
E-mail: 
www.CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook 


