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AN UNLIKELY FRIENDSHIP AT STARK PARKS
WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTER
By Scott Watkins
“Decoy Duncan” is a male call duck which came to the
Wildlife Conservation Center (WCC) at Sippo Lake about
2 years ago. He immediately formed a friendship with
Mallory, aka “Mama”, a Mallard duck that had been with
the center for years due to Angel Wing Syndrome*. It
worked out great giving them each the company they
Scott Watkins
needed. Recently after her 10th year, Mallory passed
away. This left Duncan noticeably depressed being alone again. An attempt was
made to form relationships with the other education ducks but with no luck. Duncan
is a different and less active duck without a friend to be with.
About 3 months ago, the center received a juvenile Turkey
Vulture, now named Circuit, from a veterinarian who
remarked “He is a strange little fellow”. The vulture had fallen
from his nest and had damaged feathers with possible head
trauma leaving him unable to be released. In the future, WCC
staff will attempt to pair Circuit with Volt, the education
Turkey Vulture, but it is not possible at this time.

Scott Watkins

During routine cage cleaning, the staff let some of the animals wander in their
associated rehabilitation room with time to explore allowing enrichment. Both
Circuit and Duncan have cages in the Waterfowl rehabilitation room. One day during
cleaning, it was noticed that Duncan seemed to follow Circuit wherever he went.
Upon further observation, it was noticed that the relationship worked both ways.
The two have formed an unlikely friendship and now, except for nighttime, are
inseparable. Despite the obvious differences,
they walk around together, get into trouble
together, and rarely leave each other’s side. It is
hard to know whether Duncan believes he is a
Turkey Vulture or if Circuit believes he is a duck?

CAS is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization
*Denotes kid-friendly articles
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Both Duncan and Circuit will remain at the
wildlife center as education ambassadors. And
from all appearances, they will remain friends
for some time to come.

ANGEL WING SYNDROME
Angel Wing Syndrome* is a condition that affects mostly waterfowl, as was the case for Mallory, the Mallard duck
mentioned in the previous article. It is caused by a nutritional deficiency of vitamins and minerals combined with a high
level of carbohydrates and sugars. While a number of factors are involved, waterfowl that are fed bread is one of the
probable causes. The condition makes flying difficult or impossible.
Pictured: Mallory Mallard with Angel Wing Syndrome. Mallory was “rescued” by
someone who assumed she was orphaned. However, the “rescuer” fed Mallory a
diet too high in protein causing her wings to become deformed. She was eventually
surrendered to the Wildlife Conservation Center at Sippo Lake, Stark Parks, where
she became an animal ambassador. Examples of a natural Mallard diet are
vegetation, water plants, seeds, insects, worms, small fish, and tadpoles. If your
children want to feed the ducks, small amounts of cracked corn, frozen corn or peas
(thawed), unsalted sunflower seeds, and duck pellets are acceptable. Remember,
Linda Chen
ducks don’t chew their food, so nothing big!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
➤ Elections/board positions: Detailed information about upcoming CAS board member elections can be found in the
announcements section of the March/April issue of ANV. Once again, CAS members will vote in May for nominees via
email. At this time, they are Dr. Robert Hamilton IV and Connie Rubin. Board meetings are held 5 times/year via Zoom.
Please contact CAS President Linda Chen or e-mail: CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com
➤ TERRA DEPOT bird seed supply and specialty shop moved to 7404 Shepler Church Ave. S.W., Navarre, Ohio, 44662.
Home seed delivery will be available. Check the newsletter at https://conta.cc/3KoPqxK where you can join the
newsletter email list. Contact via phone at 330-417-6257 or find “Terra Depot” on Facebook.
➤ Masthead photo: This month’s Cardinal photo was taken by CAS member Shari Jackson.
➤ National Pollinator Week is June 20-26, 2022. Visit pollinator.org

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
By Laura Dornan
It has been a long time since I have made this request—two years in fact. When COVID-19 put such a strain on all our
lives in early 2020, I decided to put a hold on reminders to members about renewals. Nevertheless, many members
have renewed without being asked and for this I give each of you a wholehearted THANK YOU. You have made it much
easier for CAS to continue in all our endeavors.
Now we are all beginning to get back to a sense of normalcy and with this “new beginning”, I am once more reminding
all CAS members that our fiscal year, and therefore membership year, runs from June through May. If you gave a
Bluebird or Screech Owl membership ($50 or more) within the past 2 years or have sent any amount since January of
this year, your membership does not expire until June of 2023 at least. If you are not sure of your membership status,
email me at tldornan68@att.net
To everyone else, I do hope you consider Canton Audubon Society an important part of your life and want to continue
to support the organization. Please consult the membership form on the back of this newsletter, select the
membership level you want and send it to the address listed or pay online at www.cantonaudubon.org. If you are
not able to support us financially, know that your participation in CAS is important to us! Whether it be zoom
meetings, occasional hikes and events, armchair activism, conservation or anything else that shows your commitment
to the environment, we welcome you.
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2022 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED
The Canton Audubon Society is pleased to announce that we once again are able to award the Arnold Fritz Memorial
Scholarship to a worthy student. This year's recipient of the $1000 scholarship will go to Sarah Romer, a Junior at Ohio
University in Athens. Sarah lives in Newcomerstown, OH (Coshocton Co.) and is majoring in Wildlife and Conservation
Biology. She is a happily avid birder who hopes to work as a researcher in the field of ornithology, using her talents in
science communication to educate about and fight for biodiversity. With experiences in bird banding, bird surveys
and assessments, salamander surveys, wildlife rehabilitation, and fly pollination research already under her belt, the
scholarship committee feels she is well-suited as a deserving recipient of this scholarship. Congratulations Sarah!

BLACK BIRDERS WEEK
From Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Land Trust Conservation Initiative
Black Birder's Week is a week-long series of on-line and in person events that highlights Black naturalists,
conservationists and birders organized by TheBlackAFinSTEMCollective—a collective that “seeks to support, uplift and
amplify Black Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics professionals in natural resources and the
environment through professional development, career connection and community engagement.”
The third annual BBW is May 29 through June 4, 2022. Each day features its own theme and Twitter hashtag, allowing
participants to connect with one another, post pictures and ask questions. BBW can be followed on Twitter, Instagram,
and Facebook: @BlackAFinSTEM and on the website BlackAFinSTEM.com
Canton Audubon Society hopes to celebrate and join in Black Birders Week by holding a bird outing at Kent State
Wetlands on May -- at --. The outing will be led by Dr. Robert Hamilton IV, professor at KSU. The wetlands trail is a
paved trail with some slopes. Contact CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com

ADOPT A BIRD FRIENDLY DESIGN
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PROJECT UPDATE
Bill Kerrigan, OOS Conservation Committee
In October of 2021, the Ohio Ornithological Society (OOS) agreed to lend its
support to a campaign to persuade the Sherwin-Williams to incorporate bird-safe
design elements into their planned 36-story all-glass headquarters in downtown
Cleveland. Representatives of Lights Out Columbus and the American Bird
Conservancy held several meetings with representatives of the Sherwin-Williams
Corporation, seeking to educate them about the benefits and relatively low costs
of incorporating bird-safe design into their proposed project, but they were
unable to convince the company to alter the proposed design.
The OOS Conservation Committee met with Matt Shumar of the Ohio Bird
Conservation Initiative, who shared several resources with us. The Conservation
Committee wrote and sent a letter which they sent to each member of the
Cleveland City Planning Commission which had ultimate authority to approve the
project. Several other state and regional bird conservation organizations did the
same. Many of the Commission members responded positively to our letter and
indicated that they shared our concern. They did in fact raise the issue during the
December meeting when the construction project was to be approved and they
spent a modest amount of time discussing the issue. After some discussion, the
Planning Commission gave final approval with the provision that Sherwin-Williams
provides a plan to mitigate bird-building collisions. We have no further update on
where that plan stands currently, but we hope to have an update soon.
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RED KNOT (rufa subspecies)
Calidris canutus rufa
By Linda Chen
Red Knots are stocky sandpipers with short legs and a straight, medium-length
bill. They are members of the shorebird family Scolopacidae, genus Calidris, as
are Dunlins, Sanderlings, Semipalmated Sandpipers, and Least Sandpipers. They
roost and forage on beaches, mudflats, estuaries, and lagoons. Red Knots feed by
sight but also probe mud or sand for mollusks, marine worms, and crustaceans
using special sensory organs known as the Herbst corpuscles on their bill tips to
locate food. Mollusks are swallowed whole and shells are crushed by muscles in
their stomach.
Red Knots nest in the high arctic and prefer
the sparsely vegetated, dry upland tundra. Breeding plumage is a rust-orange
color on their undersides becoming a buff color in non-breeding plumage. The
majority of them spend our winters at the southern-most tip of South America,
the Tierra Del Fuego region. Their roundtrip migration journey averages nearly
20,000 miles per year.
Scott Watkins

Scott Watkins
In April and May, Red Knots (rufa ssp.) stop along the U.S. Atlantic coast with a
very high concentration of them found in the Delaware Bayshore Region, the second largest shorebird staging area in
North America. Up to 90% of their entire population can be present on the bay in a single day. This stop, in their long
migration north, coincides with the American horseshoe crab spawning. Red Knots lose half of their body weight on
the flight to Delaware Bay. Eggs of horseshoe crabs, their primary food source at the bay, are high in calories, protein
and fat enabling the birds to pack on weight. They each eat nearly 400,000 horseshoe crab eggs and must double their
body weight during the stopover. A sharp decline of the Red Knot population in North America has been attributed,
in part, to a decline of horseshoe crabs due to overharvesting. This has caused a reduction of available fat and calorierich crab eggs necessary to continue their Arctic-bound journey.

In June 2021, only 6,880 Red Knots were counted on the New Jersey and Delaware shorelines, roughly a third of the
2020 count. This steep decline was thought to be due to a poor 2020 breeding season as well as delayed horseshoe
crab spawning. In the early 1980s, when counts first began, nearly 100,000 Red Knots migrated through the Delaware
Bayshore Region. Today, ICUN lists Red Knot (rufa ssp.) as Near Threatened and they have become a flagship species
for shorebird conservation.
The oldest recorded Red Knot, known as B95, was born circa 1992.
It was banded in 1995 and resighted in 2014 in the Arctic. B95 was
nicknamed Moonbird because its migrations between Tierra Del
Fuego and the Canadian Arctic exceeded the distance to the moon.
B95 stopped at Delaware Bay to feed before traveling to its
Scott Watkins
breeding grounds on an island in Hudson Bay, Canada. Moonbird
was sighted at Mispillion Harbor, Delaware in 2013 where a statue was erected in its honor.
*Phillip Hoose, of Nature Conservancy, wrote the book, Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor B95.
CAS member, Laura Dornan, has a copy of Moonbird and is willing to loan it to other members. Contact her at:
tldornan68@att.net
www.nj.gov/dep/dsr/trends/wildlife-redknot.pdf ● www.allaboutbirds.org ● www.nwf.org
www.conservewildlifenj.org/blog/2021/06/11/red-knots-in-the-news-steep-decline-in-red-knot-numbers-this-spring

The Wetlands Institute holds the “Spring Shorebird and Horseshoe Crab Festival”, May 21, 2022 at the Cape May
Peninsula, Stone Harbor, N.J. Visit https://wetlandsinstitute.org
Horseshoe Crab and Shorebird Festival, May 28, 2022 in Milton, DE. Visit www.historicmilton.com/events
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AMERICAN HORSESHOE CRAB
Limulus polyphemus
By Linda Chen
American (aka Atlantic) horseshoe crabs are arthropods that are more closely related to
spiders, scorpions and ticks than to crabs. They are found along the Atlantic coast of the
U.S. and feed on shellfish, marine worms, and invertebrates. Their shell, which helps
protect them from predation, is light tan to dark brown and averages 24 inches long and
12 inches wide, females being larger than males. A spine-like tail is used as a rudder or to
help turn themselves over when upside down. In late spring, adult horseshoe crabs
migrate from deep water to mate along the East Coast beaches, gathering in large groups.
Horseshoe crabs’ blue, copper-rich blood is used for biomedical testing to detect
endotoxins in pharmaceuticals and it contains a clotting agent to test for bacterial
contamination in medical equipment. Wild horseshoe crabs are collected and bled, then
returned to the ocean with an estimate that 10-30% of horseshoe crabs die after bleeding. They are also use as bait
for eel, whelk and conch trapping.
Every year, about 10% of the horseshoe crab breeding population dies when rough surfs flip them onto their backs
and they are unable to right themselves. A campaign was launched, "Just Flip 'Em", in the hopes that beachgoers will
simply turn the crabs back over. In New Jersey, a campaign called "ReTURN the Favor," works with sanctioned
volunteer groups to rescue stranded horseshoe crabs on beaches that are closed due to migration.
The ICUN lists the American horseshoe crabs as vulnerable to extinction. They are threatened by pollution, habitat
destruction (especially shorelines), increased harvesting for medical research, and overuse as bait. Harvesting has
been banned in some areas along the Atlantic coastline. Horseshoe crabs have been around for more than 360 million
years making them older than dinosaurs!
https://returnthefavornj.org ● www.horseshoecrab.org ● www.edc.uri.edu/restoration/html/gallery/invert/shoe.htm
www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Horseshoe-Crab

Endangered Species Day is May 20, 2022

PROBABLE NEW BIRD FLU AFFECTING OHIO
The Ohio Ornithological Society (OOS) has received unofficial reports over the past few days regarding a bird flu
spreading in Ohio. Birders have reported dead Canada Geese and Mallards in Northeast Ohio at Horseshoe Lake,
Lower Lake and Wade Lagoon. We’ve been told that Tim Jasinski, wildlife rehabilitator extraordinaire at the Lake Erie
Nature and Science Center in Bay Village, has been made aware and has reported this issue to the Wildlife Division of
Ohio’s Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). A call made by a birder to the ODNR earlier this week indicates that
they have confirmed the virus and that the first bird to have been
identified appears to have been a Herring Gull in Erie County.
In the coming days and weeks, OOS’s Conservation Committee will seek to confirm the reports that the virus has been
identified as an “HPAI virus, subtype H5N1” potentially affecting gulls, terns, shorebirds, ducks, geese, swans and
domestic chickens. We’ve been told that most wild birds that are infected are asymptomatic but can be carriers. If
you observe any birds that appear sick, please contact the ODNR at 1-800-945-3543 to report your findings. Reports
suggest that they are considering making it possible to enter reports of sick birds on their website. Finally, if you know
anyone that raises or keeps chickens, please feel free to share this report and encourage them to research the issue.
We hope to share more information soon, OOS. https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/aboutODNR/wildlife/report-diseased-bird
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CHAPTER CHATTER
➢ We would like to thank Francis Seich for a donation to Canton Audubon in memory of Alan Dolan.
Lifetime Canton Audubon Society member Joseph Sommers passed away March 7, 2022. A
fixture in our community, Joe proposed creation of the Stark County Park District and was a
member of its initial board. He served as director of the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources from 1985-1991. In 2018, a new wildlife rehabilitation facility opened at Sippo Lake
which was named in his honor, “The Joseph J. and Helen M. Sommer Wildlife Conservation
Center”. He was also a supporter of and volunteer for numerous, local non-profit
organizations. Joe will be missed. ❦

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
*All upcoming programs will be both in-person and via Zoom*
April 20, 2022 at 7pm
“Common Butterflies and Moths of Northeast Ohio” by Jim Nero
Learn about common butterflies of northeast Ohio, their life cycles, and how you can
create habitat to attract them to your yard. Jim is an Ohio Certified Nursery
Technician, an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist, and a former Master Gardener
Volunteer. He is the author of the booklet Butterflies & Blooms of Beech Creek.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
May 18, 2022 at 7pm
“Migration Through Northern Ohio” by Nancy Howell
Learn about Ohio’s geologic history and how landscapes, weather conditions and habitat in
northern Ohio have shaped bird migration. Nancy is an educator, now retired from the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History. She is a board member for Western Cuyahoga Audubon
Society, leads walks for the organization, treasurer for COAC, and is the compiler for the
Lakewood Christmas Bird Count. Nancy has been a bird watcher since she was eight years old.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
SPRING BIRD WALKS (Canceled for inclement weather)
The Alan Dolan Memorial Earth Day Walk: Saturday April 23, 2022, 9:00 am at Jackson Bog State Nature Preserve
(JBSNP). Turn at the JBSNP sign, south side of the road, west of Jackson High School. Meet in parking lot behind the
large white barn/building, 7984 Fulton Dr NW, Massillon, 44646. Uneven, hilly trails, binoculars will be available.
World Migratory Bird Day & Global Big Day at Hoover Connector Trail, Saturday, May 14, 9:00 am. Meet in the
Hoover Park parking lot. The gravel trail, flat in some areas, is located directly across from Walsh University, E. Maple
St, North Canton, OH 44720. Binoculars will be available. https://starkparks.com/parks/hoover-trail
Black Birders’ Week, May 29 – June 4. A walk is planned at Kent State Stark wetlands; date and time to be announced.
Earth Day Celebration, Kent State University/Stark Campus: Visit the Canton Audubon table at KSU/Stark, April 24,
2022 from 1pm – 4pm. This free community event includes a scavenger hunt and will be held outside regardless
of weather. *CAS volunteers are needed at our table* www.kent.edu/stark/earth-day-celebration
Juneteenth Celebration at Nimishillen Park in Canton, Saturday, June 18, 2022. CAS will have a table at the event
from 10am – 2pm. *Volunteers are needed* to help during the day. Contact CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com
BIOBLITZ City Nature Challenge at Huston-Brumbaugh Nature Center and Stark Parks - A BioBlitz is an international
citizen-science effort to record as many species as possible in a specific area over a short period of time. Participants
work together to get a “snapshot” of an area’s biodiversity. Events take place in April and May.
* See March/April 2022 CAS newsletter for detailed information.
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BIRDING TIPS FOR NEW (& NOT-SO-NEW) BIRDERS
This is the sixth in a series. While the tips offered here may seem to be directed towards people new to birding, we
are sure that even those who have been birding for decades will find some helpful information.

FINDING BIRDING LOCATIONS WHEN YOU TRAVEL
By Connie Rubin
One of the joys of birding for me is traveling to new birding locations and festivals. Whether a couple or a single, there
are many wonderful birding locations for you to explore all over America and the world. No matter where you are
planning to travel, I encourage you to plan ahead and explore at least one new birding location. Here are some helpful
hints I have discovered over the last few years to find the best birding locations, wherever you go.
Try Google!...Type in “bird watching near your location.” A query regarding bird watching near Albany NY where my
oldest daughter lives yielded eight listings to check out. I’ve also Googled “birding festivals in a specific state” to see
what pops up.
eBird.org...Click on “Explore” at the top of the page and check out the Hotspot Map near where you will be visiting.
On the right, type in where you will be, and it will bring up a map with hotspots identified. Click on the ones nearest
your location, where local birders go.
Birding magazines...check out the advertisements! Locations with large birding communities often promote their
birding festivals or locations. For instance, “Living Bird” published by Cornell Lab of Ornithology had an ad in its 2021
summer edition promoting Sierra Vista, AZ as the “Hummingbird Capital of the US.” Little St. Simon’s Island in Georgia
promoted its “Fall Birding Days.” Birding magazines are good places to find birding festivals, most of which are during
spring & fall migration.
At Audubon.org...click on “Birds & Guides” at the top of the home page, then “Travel & Bird Trails” for some
wonderful birding travel stories and tips. It also recommends birding trails by regions: South, NE, Midwest, and West.
Another section suggests that you “Find Audubon Near You,” where you can perhaps find an Audubon Center near
your vacation destination (there are 41 in the US)...or decide on a destination because it boasts an Audubon Center!
Birding festivals are always good places to learn about great birding locations, as well as tours and guides who can
help you explore. When my daughters and I went to the Galapagos Islands, we used an Ecuadoran tour company that
had been invited to the Biggest Week in American Birding, in May at Lake Erie. Same is true of my tours to Portugal
and Panama...met the tour leaders at Ohio birding festivals. If you’ve never been to a festival, you’re in for a treat!
They also offer tours to local hotspots. Of course, national wildlife refuges and state/national parks are excellent places
to explore bird habitats and perhaps log some less-common sightings. The American Birding Association (aba.org)
Resources tab features listings on festivals & events, birding trails, and birding clubs that you might check out before
you pack your bags. It also offers outings throughout the US and the world. BirdLife International had identified
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) across the country, but I found their website difficult to use. And while these hints may
lead you to birding hotspots at your vacation destination, birds are all around, no matter where you go...even a local
park wherever you roam.

LEAVE THEM ALONE
This is an exciting time of year for birders...a time when we often are able to observe many different facets of bird
behavior. Nest-building, incubating, feeding young. Yes, an exciting time for us, but a stressful time for birds. They
are very vulnerable now and there is no good reason why we should make their lives more difficult than it is. If you
come across any of these behaviors, move off to a safe distance. Don't linger or get closer to photograph it. People
doing serious research—this includes nest-box trail monitors and census takers know how to work quickly and
efficiently and move away immediately after taking their data. The rest of us need to move to a significant and
responsible distance to observe through binoculars. The parents will let you know if you have gotten too close. If they
do, BACK OFF! Source: The Birding Community E-Bulletin, June 2021
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The Newsletter of Canton Audubon Society

Officers:
Linda Chen, President
Scott Watkins, VP........ph 330-209-1261
Laura Brown, Treasurer
Barbra Lewis, Secretary
Directors:
Marlene Bolea - 2021-2023
Jacki Lemmon – 2020-2022
Ronnie Macko - 2021-2023
Chuck McClaugherty - 2020-2022
Myra McCoy – 2021-2023
Ed Priddus - 2020-2022
AN&V: Jacki Lemmon, Laura Dornan, Linda Chen
Conservation: Linda Chen
EDI: Chuck McClaugherty, Laura Dornan,
Connie Rubin, Barbra Lewis, Lee Dolan
Education: Lee Dolan
Membership: Laura Dornan
Programs/Filed Trip: *Scott Watkins,
Laura Dornan, Linda Chen
Publicity: Connie Rubin
Recycling: Diane & Tom Hert
Scholarship: Laura Dornan (chair), Lee Dolan, Joyce
Stevens, Bob Rohrbaugh, Rose Ann Carper
Social Media: Linda Chen, Chris Lamb
Website: Scott Watkins
The Wilderness Center Trustees (1 seat available):
George Goldsworthy
Chuck McClaugherty

Canton Audubon Society
Chapter Supporter Membership Application
Does not include National Audubon Society Membership
____ Song sparrow (Student)..............................$10
____ Cardinal (Basic Individual/Family)...............$20
____ Bluebird (Business Supporter, 2 years)...... $50
____ Screech Owl (Sustaining)........................... $75
____ Bald Eagle (Life).......................................... $300
____ Other (name your amount)....................... $____
____ *Introductory National Audubon Society/...$20
Canton Audubon Society Joint Membership
Name:_________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City: __________________________________________
State:____________________ Zip Code:_____________
Email:_________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO:
Canton Audubon Society
P.O. Box 9586
Canton, Ohio 44711-9586

We serve Stark, Tuscarawas, Carroll and parts of
Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison,
Holmes, Mahoning, Summit & Wayne Counties.

* OR, PAY ONLINE via CAS WEBSITE *
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