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  November / December                                          
    Volume 67 / Issue 3                                                         BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK  

Dendrocygna autumnalis 

By Laura Dornan 
 

Some ducks that whistle 
rather than quack, among 
them male scaup, American 
Wigeon and Blue-winged 
Teal, are in fact ducks. But 
whistling-ducks in the genus 
Dendrocygna, or “tree swan”, 
are more closely related to 
geese and swans. There are eight species of whistling-ducks worldwide but only two 
are found in North America: Fulvous and Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks (BBWD). 
Whistling-ducks do not have the down underlayer that keeps other ducks, geese & 
swans warm so they are found primarily in the Gulf Coast states and further south. 
But in recent years they have begun to expand their ranges.  

Whistling-ducks are unique in several ways. Unlike the true ducks, both sexes have 
identical plumage and they form long-term pair bonds, lasting several breeding 
seasons, with both sexes incubating and caring for the young, like geese and swans. 
But unlike geese and swans, BBWD breed during their first year. They were formerly 
known as tree ducks as they are seldom very far from trees and, similar to a few 
other true ducks, they often nest in tree cavities and will use nest boxes. But unlike 
those tree nesting ducks, BBWD will also nest on the ground in dense low growth 
near water. They have also nested in chimneys and barns.  

As mentioned, BBWD have been expanding their 
range, with breeding populations now found in 
Arizona, Arkansas, Mississippi, Oklahoma and South 
Carolina added to those in Florida, Louisiana and 
Texas. And now, we can add Ohio to the list! For a few 
years BBWD have been seen in several counties in the 
state: Lake, Lucas, Marion, Ottawa, Preble, Richland, 
Stark and Summit. But these visits have been of short 
duration. That changed on September 8th when an 
Amish farmer in Wayne County, near Wooster, saw a 
duck he did not recognize on his pond. He asked his 
neighbor, a young avid birder, for help and the 
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teenager identified the Black-bellied Whistling-duck with 10 ducklings in tow! This is the first ever sighting of BBWD 
breeding in Ohio. The young man quickly put protective fencing around the pond and cut a path through the weeds 
to make the site accessible to birders and the Miller family began to welcome birders, several from Canton Audubon, 
who are excited to see this first-in-Ohio event.  

By the next day one of the ducklings had already succumbed to a probable snapping turtle and on Sep 18th, the number 
was down to 8, where it still stands as of October 7th. But there is room for concern. As stated earlier, both the male 
and female BBWD normally care for the brood but these ducklings are only attended by one parent. What's more this 
nesting has taken place 3 months past the normal nesting season. It has been determined that the young ones should 
be ready to fly around November 2nd. Will they be able to survive that long? Will that date be soon enough to migrate 
successfully? Will they be able to fly well enough to make that long migration? Only time will tell and we will probably 
never know the answers.  

Many pictures have been taken of this family and can be viewed on e-Bird by using the EXPLORE button, searching 
Black-bellied Whistling-duck and click Observations with 
Photos. By clicking on each photo, you can find the ones 
taken in Wayne County.  

Sources: Ducks Unlimited Magazine, Nov/Dec 2021; Wild 
Ohio 2022; Lives of North American Birds by Kenn 
Kaufman; Stokes Field Guide to the Birds of North America  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➤ Holiday Dinner is Wednesday, December 7th, 2022, the *first Wednesday* of the month this year. The program, 
“Don’t Touch that Nest (or can you!)”, will be presented by Jim Tomko, president of Audubon Society of Greater 
Cleveland. Dinner begins at 6:30pm followed by the program, 4 persons per table. Arrive at 5:45pm for check-in, 
seating and perusal of silent auction items. See page 7 for more information and reservation form. Silent Auction 
items can be brought to the November program meeting or the night of the dinner.  

➤ Masthead photo: This month’s Cardinal photo was taken by CAS member Laura Dornan.  

➤ Contact CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com with questions. 

                                                                         CAS BOARD MEMBER BIO  
Our featured member is Dr. Robert Hamilton IV 

Term June 1, 2022 – May 31, 2024 
Dr. Robert Hamilton IV is an Associate Professor of Biological Sciences at Kent State University (KSU). He has been 
with the university for over 17 years, the last seven of them in his current position. Dr. Hamilton received his B.S. in 

Biology from Bowling Green State University, M.S. in Biology from Howard University, and 
Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolution from Rutgers University.  He teaches a variety of courses for 
Biology majors and non-majors and uses the Kent State Stark Pond & Wetland Research Area 
extensively for hands-on learning. 

During his tenure at KSU, he has won the campus distinguished teaching award. Dr. 
Hamilton’s research interests include aquatic ecology, water quality, human interactions 
with the environment, and STEM programs in secondary education. He has also been a 
collaborator with the Stark County Park District. Dr. Hamilton and his students were involved 
with the park’s successful Cottonwood Wetland Restoration Project at Sippo Lake where 
most of his wetland research is conducted.   

 

Kent Miller 
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        U.S. ARMY CORPS ENGINEERS, ATWOOD DAM BLUEBIRD PROJECT 

In June 2020, Canton Audubon Society (CAS) was contacted by Grace Trimble, 
Natural Resources Specialist with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
requesting help for an upcoming project. Her goal was to turn 7-acres of grass 
into a pollinator and bird-friendly habitat at their Atwood Dam location. Grace 
then contacted several others who helped her convert the grassy area into a 
field now covered in native plants such as prairie thistle, goldenrod, 
coneflower, ironweed, aster, and woolgrass.  

 

A bird nest box project was planned by Scott Kraynak, USACE Natural 
Resources Management Specialist (ECC) and Hunter Simmons, USACE 
Natural Resources Specialist with help from Canton Audubon. Darlene 
Sillick, from Columbus Audubon and the Ohio Bluebird Society, helped 
with the choice of nest box style and placement of them. She supplied 
USACE with Bluebird and Northern Flicker boxes as well as an Osprey 
platform, all at no charge. The Bluebird nest boxes are mounted on metal 
poles with baffles. They were installed in March 2022. American Electric 
Power installed the Opsrey platform, also at no charge, which is located 
on the shore of Atwood Reservoir across from the USACE office. CAS 
funded some of the materials for nest box installation. 
 

Of the six Bluebird nest boxes that were installed, all were used by Bluebirds. One Northern 
Flicker nest box was installed as well. A Kestrel nest box pole kit with baffle (pictured), from 
Troyer’s Birds’ Paradise (www.troyergourds.com), was installed by USACE. It has a crank 
to lower the box for cleaning. Birds, pollinators and a whole host of insects now call this 
new habitat home. Overall, the project has been a success!  

Future plans are in the works at Atwood with the hope of installing T-perches for birds, a 
Chimney Swift Tower, additional Bluebird nest boxes and bat boxes. There is also a plan to 
establish another prairie location near the Osprey platform which will include trails with 
interpretive signs.   

The USACE Atwood office and dam is located in Tuscarawas Township, approximately 30 
minutes south of Canton, at 3434 SR-212, Mineral City, OH  44656. 

 
 
 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ primary objectives are waterway 
maintenance and flood control. USACE is responsible for water control 
management at reservoir projects it owns which they operate throughout the 
United States. They are under the jurisdiction of the Department of Defense. 
George Washington appointed the first engineer officers of the Army on June 
16, 1775 during the American Revolution.  
For more info about USACE, visit: 
www.usace.army.mil 
www.usace.army.mil/About/History/Brief-History-of-the-Corps/Introduction 

L-R: Hunter Simmons, Scott Kraynak and 
Scottie Rogers with Bluebird nest boxes 
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BIRDING TIPS FOR NEW (& NOT-SO-NEW) BIRDERS  

This is the ninth in a series.  While the tips offered here may seem to be directed towards people new to birding, we 
are sure that even those who have been birding for decades will find some helpful information. 

IDENTIFYING BIRDS: PART 1 

By Chris Dyer 

Once you spot a bird, the main goal is to identify it.  There are 2 different schools of bird identification.  The original, 
started with Peterson’s “arrow system” and is identification by field marks.  The second is much newer and is called 
the GISS system.  GISS stands for “General Impression of Size & Shape.”  Both techniques have merits and I have 
combined the best of them here to make a smoother identification process.   

 SHAPE - Knowing a bird’s posture, overall shape and silhouette is one of the most helpful ways to ID a bird.  A quick 
glance, even w/o binoculars, can help you narrow the bird down to its proper family (wren, sparrow etc.).  The shape 
of its beak alone can be quite telling.  If you have had a friend for many years or have a child; chances are you can 
recognize them walking towards you, long before you can make out the details of their face.  Their posture, gait, and 
size all fit together to make them recognizable.  It’s the same way with birds.  Similar to shape is size, but be careful 
when using size as a defining feature because unless the bird is next to something you know the dimensions of, it can 
be tricky determining its actual size through binoculars.  Here five examples of using shape as a guide. 

 

 

 

 

COLORS - After using shape to narrow your choices, a good place to go next is color. But don’t focus on just 1 color.  
If it’s yellow, is it all yellow with fine red stripes on its chest (Yellow Warbler); yellow with grey wings (Prothonotary 
Warbler); yellow with gray wings and white lower belly (pine warbler) or yellow with black wings and a black cap 
(Goldfinch) or something else entirely?  (See below.) Pair the colors with the family you determined from shape & you 
may already have your species! But be aware, many birds have more than one set of colors they can wear based on 
sex, age or other factors.  *See the online newsletter for color photos https://cantonaudubon.org/newsletters * 

                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                   Continued on page 5… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Wrens: Tend to perch 
parallel to the ground with 
an erect, usually short, tail.  

Thin slightly curved beak 

Hawks and Eagles: Large, 
curved, sharp beak; mostly 

upright posture; thick strong 
legs; “regal” appearance 

Flycatcher: Flatish or 
slightly crested head; fairly 
long tail. Sharp thin beak; 

vertical posture; 

Pigeons and doves: fat 
bodies and small heads; 
small and slightly down-

curved beak 

Thrush:  Standard Robin 
shape. "Pudgy: look;  

Parallel to ground posture; 
large head; medium tail 

          Yellow Warbler        Prothonotary Warbler       Pine Warbler (from internet)          American Goldfinch 
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FIELD MARKINGS - Sometimes there are more important features than color to identify a bird.  In addition to simple 
color patterns, some birds have spots or lines in a specific area that will help ID it.  For example, the Song Sparrow; 
has a “mustache” or malar stripe and a “smeared” spot on its chest that should be used for ID.  There are some 
regularly occurring patterns in the avian world that are used for the identification of many different species. For 
example, many birds have bars on the wings.  Such bars and the number of them can help ID a bird.  Without using 
these patterns, it can be hard to tell certain birds apart.  Some commonly used field markers to differentiate birds are 
wing bars, eye-rings (shape and completeness), eye-lines (sometimes called eye-stripes), caps/crowns, eyebrows 
(sometimes called the supercilium) and “spectacles.”  Every field guide has a diagram showing these parts of the bird.  
These key identifying (field) marks are the kind of things that the arrows point to in the Peterson (and Kaufmann) 
guide.  Below are examples of these identifying patterns.                             Photos by Chris Dyer unless stated otherwise. 

CHAPTER CHATTER 

➢ A Blue-headed Vireo was spotted by Scott Watkins near the Bluebird nest box trail during the CAS bird walk at 
Sippo Lake/Cottonwood Wetlands on October 8, 2022. There were 22 bird species seen along with numerous plants. 

➢ CAS sends our condolences to Dave and Joyce Kuceyeski on the passing of his sister-in-law, Dorothy Kuceyeski.   

➢ We would like to thank the following donors:  Greg Ferrara, donation in memory of Wilma Mohr;  Linda Lindsay, 
donation in memory of Al Messenger;  Paula Tscholl Bennett, Linda Chen, Lee Dolan, and Laura Dornan, donations in 
memory of Sandy Muirhead-Gould;  Janice Petko and Joan Petko, donations in memory of Greg Grosklos.                                              

Sandy Muirhead-Gould passed away on Saturday morning, August 27, 2012, after 
courageously battling Glioblastoma, a type of brain tumor, for several years. She, along with 
her late husband, James, was a long-time member of Canton Audubon and from the very 
beginning she was a vital part of CAS. For many years she served as Board Director, Vice-
president, Membership Chair, and Program Committee member, hosting program planning 
meetings (with brunch!). But perhaps her most important role was as all-round cheerleader, 
always bringing joy and excitement to every outing, every endeavor. Even after her move to 
Kentucky in 2019 to be closer to her daughter, she continued to provide guidance, 
suggestions, advice. And always JOY, to the very end. We miss you, Sandy.  ❦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

  
  

 

 

Spectacles on 
Yellow-throated Vireo 

Complete eye ring on 
Nashville Warbler 

Gray Eye Stripe, and white 
eyebrow on Red-eyed Vireo 

Double wing bars on 
Pine Warbler 

Rusty cap of the 
American Tree sparrow 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

*All upcoming programs will be both in-person and via Zoom except December 
                                          November 16, 2022 at 7 pm 

                                         “Birds and Food” by Chris Dyer 
Birds and Food - what they eat and what it does.  A detailed look at the normal (& abnormal) 
things birds eat and how it affects their success in life and reproduction. Chris earned a BS 
in Zoology and spent 11 years working at Sea World in the aviculture department caring for 
exotic birds as well as caring for wild birds in their avian rehab facility.  He spent two years 
working as a part-time employee for the Sanders Center wildlife rehab facility at Sippo Lake. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                             December 7, 2022 at 7 pm  *In-person only* 
              “Don’t Touch That Nest (or can you)!”  by Jim Tomko 
Did you know that you may be breaking a federal law by disturbing nesting birds or 
possessing a feather or egg collection? Learn about the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1916 
and how it is intertwined with the beginning of the National Audubon Society. Jim earned 
a BS in Zoology from Miami University and a Master’s in Environmental Biology as well as a 
Doctorate of Optometry both from OSU and is president of both the Audubon Society of 
Greater Cleveland and the Moebis Nature Center in Aurora, Ohio. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
January 18, 2022 at 7 pm 

Member’s Night 
Members are encouraged to share nature-related photos, vacations, bird info, book reviews, songs, hobbies, trivia and 
more. There will be a sign-up prior to the meeting to allow time for each participant. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENTS/BIRD WALKS 

CAS BIRD WALK at HUSTON BRUMBAUGH NATURE CENTER Saturday, October 22 at 1 PM. Search for autumn migrating 
birds with hike leader Chuck McClaugherty. Trails are mostly flat, either boardwalk or packed, crushed gravel. Extra 
binoculars will be available.  Huston-Brumbaugh Nature Center, 16146 Daniel St. NE, Minerva, Ohio 44657 

STARK PARKS  Phone: (330) 477-3552   starkparks.com   * Fry After Dark: Monday, November 7, 2022 from 5:30-6:30pm 
Search for native nocturnal birds of prey and other animals with a park naturalist. Dress for the weather, wear proper 
footwear, and bring a flashlight. *Registration required. Meet in upper parking lot, Fry Family Park, 2533 Farber St. SE, 
Magnolia, OH, 44643 

HUSTON BRUMBAUGH NATURE CENTER  Phone: (330) 823-7487   www.mountunion.edu/nature-center 
* Hike in the Dark: Friday November 18th and Friday December 9th from 6pm-7:30pm. If you are missing your after-work 
walks, join us for a hike in the dark. Bring a flashlight and prepare appropriately for the weather and trail conditions. 
*Registration is required.   Huston-Brumbaugh Nature Center, 16146 Daniel St. NE, Minerva, Ohio 44657  

123rd CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT LOCATIONS 2022/2023 

If you are interested in participating in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, below is a list of local count circles. They are 
each performed in designated areas within a 15-mile radius.  

Canton CBC: Thursday, December 15, 2022   Contact Jon Cefus at jcefus@gmail.com 

The Wilderness Center: Friday, December 16, 2022     Contact Ben Morrison at bmorr10387@aol.com 

Quail Hollow: Saturday, December 17, 2022  Contact Ronnie Macko at quailhollowcbc@gmail.com 

Tri-Reservoir: January 2023, * date TBA *           Contact Ethan Kistler at ohiobirder@yahoo.com 
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THE SIPPO LIMPKIN 
By Cynthia Norris 

 

On September 12th, I was birding at Sippo Lake. I started at the lower parking lot at Exploration Gateway and went by 
the area where American Woodcocks like to fly and air dance in the spring. I crossed over the bridge to the Wildlife 
Conservation Center side and walked towards the maintenance buildings. On the way back, I came across a small flock 
of about 6 Black-capped Chickadees, several warblers and other birds. I followed them around the corner to a bench 
where one warbler showed itself, then disappeared back into the tangle. The whole flock acted like it was going 
toward the bridge, but made a very sharp turn heading along a path which is no longer used. I never saw the Golden-
winged Warbler again! Kent Miller found it a day or so later.  

Thanks to local messaging, Rod Beaber was out just before 
sundown looking for the warblers when he saw a happy wanderer, 
a bird that just wanders with no migration pattern instilled on the 
species that is known about: a Limpkin! What a find. The next day 
was spent looking for this bird. Kent heard it, Jeff heard it, I saw 
its hump/shoulders in flight as it glided between the vegetation 
along the creek. I was sitting on a camp chair but others standing 
on both sides of me never saw it. Eventually, it was re-found in a 
different feeding area along 12th Street and was seen there for a 
few days. The Limpkin was not seen again until September 27th 
when someone reported, via eBird, that it was still in the 12th Street area! Photo by Cynthia Norris. 

*NOTE: Limpkins are native to South & Central America, the Caribbean, Florida and southern Georgia. They are large 
wading birds, preferring wetlands (marshes and swamps) and feed mostly on snails as well as other aquatic 
invertebrates. Their bill is curved slightly to the right so it can more easily enter the right-handed curve of snail shells. 
The name “Limpkin” supposedly comes from its limp-like gait. Although Limpkins look like herons, they are more 
closely related to rails and cranes.  It is the only member of its taxonomic family, Aramidae. Read more about Limpkins 
and listen to their calls at www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Limpkin/overview  

CANTON AUDUBON HOLIDAY DINNER RESERVATIONS, Wednesday, December 7th, 2022 
* Begin to arrive 5:45pm for check-in. Dinner at 6:30pm * 

Attendee Name/s Swiss Steak Baked Fish Vegetarian  
Lasagna 

Cost 

     

     

     

     

 
• Meals are $17 each which includes sides, salad, roll and dessert with coffee and tea as beverage. 
• Beef and fish sides are roasted potatoes and vegetable. 
• Table seating: 4 per table. 
• Send reservations and check to: Canton Audubon Society, PO Box 9586, Canton, Ohio 44711-9586. 
• Due to postal delays, mail reservations by November 18.  Note “Holiday Dinner” in check memo. 
• RESERVATIONS ARE DUE NOV 25. *Pre-payment is preferred but payment is available at the door. 
• There will be a Silent Auction, donations are appreciated. Please bring to the dinner, early if possible.                   
• Email CantonAudubonSociety@gmail.com with questions. Add “Holiday Dinner” in the email subject. 

TOTAL: 

Cynthia Norris 
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Canton Audubon Society  
Chapter Supporter Membership Application 

Does not include National Audubon Society Membership 
  ____ Song sparrow (Student)..............................$10 
  ____ Cardinal (Basic Individual/Family)...............$20 
  ____ Bluebird (Business Supporter, 2 years)...... $50 
  ____ Screech Owl (Sustaining)........................... $75 
  ____ Bald Eagle (Life).......................................... $300 
  ____ Other (name your amount)....................... $____ 
  ____ *Introductory National Audubon Society/...$20 
            Canton Audubon Society Joint Membership  

  Name:_________________________________________ 

  Address:_______________________________________ 

  City: __________________________________________ 

  State:____________________  Zip Code:_____________ 

  Email:_________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL TO: 
Canton Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 9586 
Canton, Ohio 44711-9586 

* OR, PAY ONLINE at www.CantonAudubon.org * 
 
 

 

We serve Stark, Tuscarawas, Carroll and parts of 
Columbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey, Harrison, 

Holmes, Mahoning, Summit & Wayne Counties. 

 


